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10 THE. . 
| MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY | 
| RY of the | » 
Lonp's NEW CHURCH, 
IN BIRMINGHAM. i 


DEAREST BRETHREN | 


Ar P E R inks” Sas 
; « : the — View of the eſſential Dorines 


of the Chriſtian Faith,” wherein 1 had il- 


luſtrated, as well as 1 was able, the great 
| evangelical truths which it is our happineſs 
to believe, it was ſuggeſted to me that I could 
not in future more profitably employ my 
leiſure moments than by giving you, in a 
printed form, ſuch precepts as I conceived 
would have the beſt influence on your prac 
tice: The Manual which I have now the 
pleaſure of preſenting to you, is the fruits 
| on: foe” ſuggeſtion ; a and it is my moſt 
. EN: Earneſt 
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3 INTRODUCTION, | 

: earneſt prayer that you would ſo ſeriouſly 
meditate and reflect upon the precepts 
which it contains, and ſo rationally receive 
and appropriate them, that we may have 
the unſpeakable ſatisfaction of beholding 
them manifeſted in all your walk and con- 


5 verfation, to the glory of Your Feavenly - 
IF Father. 0 3 


It is - unneceſſary: to add more on the | 


5 defign of the following little work, which 
— realty believe, with the bleſſing of Hea- 
ven, may miniſter good to the ſerious of all 
denominations ; I find myſelf inclined, how- 


ever, to embrace the. opportunity which is 


| now afforded me, of beſpeaking your at- 
l tention to certain more particular aA = 
ET which are more particularly applicable to 
i yourſclves as a people who, having 415 9 
ſeen the erroneouſneſs of the principles in 
which you were educated, and, with equal 

dcklearneſs, the authenticity of the principles 


which you have ſo affectionately embraced, 


= have conſiſtently ſeparated yourſelves from 


your former ſocieties, and eſtabliſhed a 
_ diltinet church, wherein to. N the 
: Load 


7 1NTRODURTION. l 
| Loxp according to the pure dictates of your 
conſcience, and to help each other on in the 
oy of truth and + SIRE % 


8 "Now, thoſe. more particular duties 5 
| which, under ſuch character, I would re- 


commend to your ſerious notice, are ſuch 


as relate to yourſelves individually, to each 
other, and to the world in general. I ſhall 


ſpeak of all theſe diſtinctly, and firſt of thoſe _ 


which relate to yourſelves individually; and 


theſe are evidently, firſt, to avoid, as much 
as you are able, the influence of thoſe errors is 70 


vhich you have ſeen ſo much reaſon to re- 


linquiſh; and, ſecondly, to purſue all thoſe 1 


means whereby you may be yer more ſtrong- 1 
ly confirmed and eſtabliſhed | in the Been 0 
h have embraced. fy 5 


00 8 to cold: che influence of error, 


2 ir pecomes neceſſary that you ſhould avoid un 
the habitual reading of ſuch authors, the ba-. Wil 
| bitual aſſociation with ſuch perſons, and the - Wil 
| habitual attendance upon ſuch Preachers as WW 


are deeply rooted and confirmed therein; 


toe it is ED an ack "of Cs? 3 1 
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ſiſtency to deſire to be not © led into temp- 

| ration,” and at the ſame time to frequent 

the ſociety of thoſe 7404 whom ou are = 
Perun U e to it. a+ 


In anner to 8 dis nina of error, 
it is needful, alſo, chat you ſhould avoid the 

imprudent practice of offering the truth to 

* thoſe who are not in ſtates to receive it. If | 

you © caft your pearls before ſwine, they will 


trample them under _ feet, and TURN 


AGAIN AND RENT. you ;” in other words, _ 
if you offer © the things of the Spirit of 
God 10 the natural man, 10 whom they are 

as Fooliſons es,” he not only will reject them, 

but he will alſo riſe in oppoſition to you, 

ER ound your own mind * his fallaci- | 

OP ous * : 


By an attention to theſe onda cau- 

5 8 you will be guarded againſt the power 

of error, as communicated. by outward 

means: If reaſonings, however, ſhould ariſe 

me in your bearts in oppoſition to the truth, 

it behoves you to ſeek the defenſive aid of 

i fome well informed friend, but e, 

„ 
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of your kite; and to reſt not until the 
danger hath ceaſed by the diſperſion of the 
gloom and the reſtoration of the unclouded Is 
luſtre of the ſun of righteouſneſs. | 5 47 


A ſecond part of the more particular ; 
duty which, as members of the New Church, 
you owe to yourſelves is, the purſuit of all 

thoſe means whereby you may be yet more 

fully confirmed and eſtabliſhed in the bleſſed | 
truths you have embraced ; which means 
: are as e e 


hi - os * and; regular e e Ft 


5 upon the miniſtering ſervant whom 8 


Loo hath made ruler over his houſebold to 
give them meat in due ſeaſon.” There is rea- 
fon to believe that heaven will peculiarly 


bleſs the teachings of ſuch ſervants; and 


that, by an orderly, unremitting attendance 


upon their inſtructions, you will receive Wil 


ſuch ſeaſonable food | as 7 0 ſtates . = 
been We 88 : 2 | 


N 2. Reading hs 1 of 4 5 
men 5 but * cipecially the works of the author 5 
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whom we above all others eſteem, ad 
which, as experience abundantly teltifies, if 
read, not with that implicit faith with which 
the word of Gopb is read, but exerciſing 
the rational mind, and receiving his teſti- | 
mony only fo far as you ſee his — 
and ſee that his meaning is true, (when | 
thus read) afford the moſt forcible and ſa- | 
— tisfactory inſtructions in confirmation, as 
well as illuſtration, of che divine truths of the 
| Wenn goſpel.” -\ 


” And above all, reading tis ann 
| SertPTURES themſelves, which are found to 


_ _ impreſs a conviction on every faithful mind, 


/ fach as no other writings can in any e 
approach unto: for © zhe Logp teacheth as 
one n ane, and not as 1 „ | 


ee attending, 1 to che duties 
5 which: you appear, as members of the New | 
Church, to ohe to yourſelves individually, 
you are not tod be forgetful of thoſe duties 
which, as ſuch, you owe to each other; and 


= which are all thoſe whereby you can pro- 
F mote a mutual increaſe in all that is good 


EE 


1rnopverr ON. | * 


| and true. Theſe are many in number; to 
two only of them, however, 1 ſhall draw 
your attention, £0 


0 1. An. attendance on divine worſhip. 
Such is the communication of influences, 


that we cannot join an aſſembly of devout 
worſhippers without, not only partaking 
ourſelves of their devotion, but alſo, commu- 


nicating the devotional influences of our own 


minds to them. By an attendance upon 


public worſhip, therefore, we benefit both ; 
ourſelves and our neighbours, as by a neg 


lect of ſuch duty we do 1 un to both. 5 


2. An attendance upon * ms, 


or converſation meetings, wherein, amongſt 


other ſalutary effects, you are enabled to 
diſcover more exactly each others reſpective ; 
vants and deficiencies, and, with greater 
certainty of ſucceſs, to * ſpeak a word in 
ſeaſon to him that is weary,” whereby the 
_ weak bands may be . and the by fot : 


knees confirmed.” 5 
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1 INTRODUCTION. 


But there are, laſtly, certain particular 


duties which you owe not only to yourſelves 
individually, and to each other, but to the 

world in general; for, if you have experi- 
| enced any happineſs in being releaſed from 
the captivity of error, and in being eſtab- 
liſhed in the truth, it is, aſſuredly, a duty 
Which you owe to every fellow creature to 

endeavour, to the utmoſt of your ability, to 
| lead him to N W of * 


e you are not to appel tas the 
oy means of diſcharging this duty is by 
"hs ſupport of E prea ching T this is, bn Low d, ö 1 
an effectual means, but not the only one. 
e ball all propheſy,“ faith the Apoſtle, 
5 = the language of the holy man of old 
was, I would that all the Logd's people 
* were e prophets.” From which it is plain 
that it is the duty, and ought to be the buſi- 
| neſs, of you all to become teachers, to the 
end that, like other Andrews, you may 
bring every Peter to | the NMrssian whom 1 
oy * have found, 4 75 
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** diſcharging this duty, however, you 


are 640 confultr, 1. whom you teach; remem- 
bering that the true apoſtle will not teach 
_ thoſe unprepared minds who are confirmed 
in principles of evil or in principles of error, 
but thoſe well-diſpoſed minds who, although 
wandering in the ways of error, are willing 
to be led back to the heavenly ſheep-fold ; 
agreeable to the ſpirit of the divine com- 
mandment, G0 not into the way of the 
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans 
enter ye not, but go rather to the loft ſheep of 
the houſe of Iſrael.” Conſider 2. what you 
teach; remembering that the ſpiritual fiſn- 
erman is commanded to “ caft his net on the 
right fide of the ſhip,” and rather to lead to 
the good of life, than to inculcate opinions of 
only a ſpeculative nature. Conſider 3. in 
_ what manner you are to teach; never for- 
getting that it is your buſineſs to conveß 
ideas rather than words; and, therefore, 
neither being unduly tenacious of the ex- 
preſſions to which yourſelves have been ha- 
bituated, nor rejecting thoſe terms to which 
others are moſt inclined, But conſider, 
JJV aw: 
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above all things, that thoſe are the beſt uhh. 
ers who lead the beſt lives, becauſe thoſe 
moſt effectually recommend the truth who, 
by the ſubjugation of evil diſpoſitions, and 
the manifeſtation of good ones, do evince its 
divine power and its heavenly beauty. David 
prayed that he might become pure and re- 
generate, to the end that he might be en- 
abled to © zeach tranſgreſſors the ways of 
Gov, and that ſinners might be converted to 
him; and I believe it is true in more ſenſes 
than one that «he life is the light of men.” 
It is to me a ſource of peculiar ſatisfaction 
to refle& that the ſociety whom I am now 
addreſſing, and whom the divine providence 
| hath allotted me for the exerciſe of my miniſ- 
terial duties, are a people who * adorn the g. 

8 pel of God their Saviour in all things“ a people 
Pho, awfully impreſſed with the unprofitable- 
gneſs of every worldly gain, have begun to © /z ' 
_ their affections upon the eternal things which 
are not ſeen,” and are ſtriving for that © in- 
beritance incorruptible and undefiled, which 
+ fadeth not away, and which is reſerved in hea- 
ven for them.” It is poſſible that there may 

| 7 ey Sooner wo 
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be an individual exception to this general 
truth; for, as in the firſt twelve profeſſing 
| chriſtians one of them was a devil, ſo it is 
providentially permitted that amongſt the 
faireſt wheat the fouleſt tares ſhould grow, 
to the end that our patience, meekneſs, for- 
bearance, compaſſion, and many other vir- 
tues, may be thereby exerciſed; an indivi- 
dual exception, however, does not deſtroy 1 
the authenticity of any general truth, and 
fully admitting the exiſtence of ſuch an ex- 
ception, it ſtill remains a fact that you are, 
generally ſpeaking, a people who * walk 
worthy of the God who hath called you unto 
bis kingdom and glory. Gp forwards, deareſt 
brethren; aſcend higher and ſtill higher 
above every diſpoſition that hath its root in 
the proud and intereſted loves of ſelf and 
the world, and enter more and more into 
the poſſeſſion of thoſe heavenly affections 
which originate in the humble and difinte- 
reſted loves of the Lon p and your neighbour, 
Manifeſt to the world, by the ſeriouſneſs of 


your deportment, the ardour of your affec- 
tion, the unaffected devotion of your religi- 
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ous ſervices, your wide enen ed charity, 
your unbounded liberality, the conſcienti- 
ous rectitude of your dealings, your obedi- 
eence to conſtituted authorities, your inſen- 
ſibility to vain delights, in ſhort, evince by 4 
the poſſeſſion and practice of every virtue, 
how beautiful and excellent are the princi- 


ples which direct you: you will thus be 


continual teachers; and your whole lives 
will afford, to every judicious mind, more 
7 forcible and convincing arguments in favour 
of the divine origin of your faith, than can 
be derived from the moſt ſplendid cloquence ; 
and the acuteſt reaſonings. 5 


34 a help to the attainment of U de 


Gable! end, you are here preſented with a 
little work, which contains the beſt practical 
advice I am at preſent capable of giving, 
as well as certain experimental admonitions, 
inſerted within inverted commas, ſelected 
from ſome of the moſt pious authors: you are 
preſented with a manual of practical and 

experimental obſervations, which have this 
manifeſt ſuperiority over other works of a 
ſimilar nature, and perhaps this only one, 


dat 


INTRODUCTION. is Ivy 


that whilſt they are ſuited to every ſtate, = 
they are at the ſame time ſo conciſe, and ſo 
detached, as to require the leaſt poſſi- 


ble leiſure to peruſe them. That he who 
once bleſſed the bread which he delivered 
do his diſciples, and, by that bleſſing, made 
3 the little much, may in like manner ac- 
company with his divine benediction this 
little work, and render it thereby capable of 
miniſtering to the happineſs of your lives, 
the peacefulneſs of your departure, the 
Z glory of your Judgment, and the bleſſedneſs 
of your immortality, is the fervent * 
1 . 3 ; 
Deareſt Brethren, 


Your obedient and devoted Servant, 


HENRY BARRY PEACOCK. 


Birmingham, Sept. 19, 1799. 
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: 1. r 1 l and ks nt of al 
things is Love ; for Gop is love, ; and be! is | 
i: ' the firft and the laſt.” * ; 


2. Having love, we "08 every ding: but 
without it, we have nothing. WE ' 
The real love of Gov, is a love of that. 
holineſs which conſtitutes the divine nature; 
and none can' poſſeſs this love, ſave thoſe who 
are ** partakers of his holineſs ;'' ſeeing that it 
is an unchangeable law that "43 like can n only 
| loye its like.“ b + ; 


4. The real 2 of c our 8 is a hos 
of him (not for the ſake of ourſelves, or be- 
capſe we behold in him a likeneſs of ourſelves, * 
but) becauſe his virtues render him amiable; 
and none can pofleſs this love, fave thoſe who 
love that Gop from whom all virtues proceed. 


'$: If we enquire who they are whom the * 


eriptres . tex bleſſed, we * find that they : 
5 are 


CAA 


of certain heavenly affections. Vide Matt. v. 
3. &c. How lamentable, then, that an undue 


attachment to ſpeculative truths, or any other 


cauſe, ſhould draw away the attention of men 


from that part from whence 0 Proceed the Mues 4 


CR 
„ gold i is nn lrer, or the fryit ; 
of a tree to its leaves, ſo the goodneſs of the 
| heart is ſuperior - to the eee of the un- 
5 8 derſtanding. ht * 
J. Saint Auſtin al; 2 © EP and 4 what 4 


are thoſe whoſe hearts 588 wider the influence 


„ pleaſe; it was welt ſaid, for T * Love 4 
worketh no ill towards its neighbour.” = 


e AT, 8:0 record, that when Saint John ; 
was very old, and in conſequence incapable of 
addreſſing the church ſo largely as he had been 


By accuſtomed to do, the good old man aroſe in 


tme public meetings, and, having affectionately 
| pronounced the words ** little children love 


one another,” immediately ſat down; for he 


rightly conceived that, having taught them to 


love, he had taught them all that was eſſen- 


5 . tially needful for * 1 gg ad my 


© nal welfare. 
© Ys As OO Gop is lids 7 I beayen 3 is is": 


4 . it follows that where love is preſent, 
there heaven exiſts; the idea, therefore, ſug- 


Jy geſted in the following i lines 10 en juſt. 
1 e Faith, 


. cer 
0 «Faith, Hope, 1 Lore were queſtions — 
they thought i 
3 of future glory which religion a. - 
Now, Faith believ'd it firmly to be Ms, 1 
And Hope expected fo to find it too. 
Love, ſmiling, anſwered, with a conſcious Slow, 
= You "OY think, I #now it to be ſo. 1 
1. Salvation is ſhewn to Faith, "bros —_— 
1 Janes for Hope, but given only to Charity.” | 
132. Above all things,” therefore, Put. on 
7 Wo; which is the' Bond / perfettneſs.” - 
13. If the ſeeret of advancing in perfec= 
8 Lon be demanded, I know no other that this ; ; — 1 
to love Gop with all our beurt, ac our e ” 
1 5 dear dae 3 
Phe great As dengest ef fie Bal fy Fi 
f viride, conſiſts not in much meditating 1225 
180 —_ but! in much loving him. . 


8 If we do not return the he > "AY 
N wa 5 loyeth us, but love the creature 5 
5 . than the Creator, who is Bleſſed for 
ever,“ he will be © jealous over us with 2 
godly jealouſy,” and ſuffer us to be deprived of 
all thoſe idols, whatever they may be, whether 
wealth, praiſe, eaſe, pleaſure, &c. which are 
the objects of out affection, in order that the 
Heart WT. more N be red upon I 
nel. „ ͤß7[0533᷑ Eby „ 
. When | 
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15. When we look down, from the emi- 
nence of contemplation, into ** the vale of 
tears, and behold there the wretchedneſs 
which every where abounds—When we behold 
the inhabitants thereof wringing their hands, 
and loudly complaining for the loſs of their 
beloved idols, we are at firſt, perhaps, tempted 
either to ſay. with the fool, ** there is no Gop,” 
or elſe to doubt of his divine mercy-and.com- 
| paſſion: but, when we ſeriouſly enquire into 5 
the cauſes of theſe calamities, and clearly per? 
ceive that the Lonp hath permitted theſe ſuf- 
ferers to be deprived of a leſſer, becauſe a tem- 
poral, good, in order that their minds may be 
raiſed to a greater and an everlaſting one, every 
unworthy thought is found immediately to diſ- 
appear, and we are ready to exclaim, The 
Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh ME, Safes : 
te the name of the. Lond. ““ + = 


= 16. t What rational mind * not ex- * 5 
| "PM change an earthly friend for a divine one, yield ; 
1 a> temporal good. for the poſſeſſion of heaven, 
| and endure a moment' s tribulation for an eter- 
| 5 N of joy? When ſorrows come, therefore, | 
let us fay.unto them, ye gloomy conductors to 
1 the realms of light, ye. troubleſome guides to 
A the abodes of peace, we welcome you to our 
bladbitatious, as the moſt profitable of viſitants, 
5 a0 * beſt of friends; for we knew that 
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F follows nt: all men are, in 0 0 


0 <2 


=” your nent Aeon arelbut *for a moment, 
vnd toorl. fur us a far e pen and eto. 
nal weight of glory 5 
a affliction, aoiting from the loſs 
K if" ſome worldly good, has the ſalutary effect 
of alienating the affections from ſhe tempora! 
"things which are ſeen, and raiſiug them to tze 
eternal things vhioh ure not ſeen: It is written, 
therefore, . Sorrow is better an laughter; 
for 'by the ſadneſs f the countenance the heart 
is made better. Me Lonp chafleneth us For 
our "Profit, that we may be \partakers of his 
holineſs. Now, no chaſtening for the preſent 4 
ſeemethi joyous, hut grievous; 'nevertheleſs, it 
_ *pieldeth the peaoeable fruit "of righteouſneſs 
unto them that are exerciſed thereby. Be- 
Pore I was ajflicted, ſays the N „ 
went aſtray; it is vod for me that I have been Fu 
efftifted, that T might learn thy Hatutes. ” 
18. As it is true that as many as the 
thous. lovetß ze rel ul 8 and 


- ther, the objects of his permitteſl 


een that his **, fender mercies arenen“! | 
nis works: but, as he loveth thoſe in 
pocial manner who beſt deſerve his love, fo 
"ths faithful, above all OR ra uy * afflic- 


tions 


an eſ- 
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441. 
tions, to he end that their progre(s i in the ways k | 
of holineſs may be. thereby accelerated, and 
that they may have fewer temptations to return 
to © the beggarly elements of. the world. 
I Lazarus, who was carried hy angels to the * 
boſom of ABRAHAu, was a miſerable beggar; 7 
and the worthies of whom. mention is made in 
Heb. xi. had trials of cruel mockings and 
eourgings, yea, moreover, of bonds and im- 
pPriſoument. Ney were floned, ſawn aſunder,, 
- tempted, flain' with the ſword; they wandered. 
about in ſheep ſkins and goat. ſkins, being deſ= 
titute, -afflifted, tormented, af whom the world 
wat not worthy : they wangered in deſerts, and 
in meoalns,. and i in n in caues s of the. 
Ab TR TT 
& How Seen is our Saviour Gon. 
How righteous all his ways; 5 
| His) ad directs the chaſtening r rod, 
| * And we are bound to praiſe,” _ 4 "Ml 
1 n There is an holy attractive enn do- | 
1 ceeding from the Loxp, the tendeney of which 
is to dra the ſoul unto himſelf, agreeable to his 
j 4g all men unto myſelf; and, as the iron, when 
7 not prevented by any detaining object, is irre- 
W—  Gſtibly impelled to the magnet, ſo the heart, 
* . in * * 0 2 its affections 0 
„ ene, fs EJ 
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are Aicha ben the world of which dt ſeeth 
| the vanity, begins very ſenſibly to perceive the 
divine attraction ; as it is wann * In thair 
| affliction they will ſeek me early.” 


21. When Luther was in l 111 was 
ame ſing the xlvi th plaſm; beginning 
witb theſe words, Go is our refuge and 
1 a very preſent help in trouble. 
22. Very erroneous ideas have been form- 


* ed ee that divine aid which, when 


ſougght, is afforded to the afflicted. It is not 
always the reſtoration of the objects, the loſs of 


which i is the cauſe of the affliction; for in ſome f 


eaſes this! is not practicable, and in others it is 
nfiſtent with the eternal deſigns of the 
miſe and merciful Provider: the moſt uſual ad 
which is afforded under ſuch circumſtances is, 
the giving greater and more valuable poſſeſſions 
than [thoſe which have been loſt. The Lono 


| will not reſtore: to the afflicted their lamented 
friends, but will cauſe them to find in him 
A friend that ſticketh cloſer than a brother! 
neither will he always reſtore to them their 
worldly wealth, but, in the place of it, will gire 


the durable riches of eternal wiſdom. He 
will communicate ſpiritual comforts inſtead of 


natural ones, and *« the meat which endureth 
unto, everlaſting: life, inſtead of the meat whioh 
N | These. are * bleſings | which are 


ne ; 


e 
afforied ; 0 in the poffefiow” of theſe. the 


mind findeth abundantly; ſufficient to ſupplꝶ its 
"wants, and regrets not the loſs of any worſdiy 
goods. We are thoubled (ſaid the apoſtle). 


on every ſide, yet not diftreſſed ; perplexed, but 


not in deſpair; perſecuted, but not Nn. 


Te IPO ye but not deſtroyed.” 
5 When the diſciples were . aſſembled 
a ts doors ſhut, came Ixsus, and ftood in 
rte midſt, and ſaid unto them, Peace be unto 
Dou. There is nothing wanting to produce 
ſuch nevcefol manifeſtation: to the ſoul, but a 
ſhutting out of all thoſe —_— 2 
5 "which ate in oppoſition-thereto.. 


24. There is a ſtaff whereon if we out 


Fang it ſhall find abundant ſupport in the rough 


and unequal paths of the journey of life: it is 
not that which the world giveth, for ſuch is 
only as © the ſtaff af the broten reed of Ecver, 
wubereon if a man lean, it will go into his hand 
and pierce it; but, it is the ſtaff of a ſtedfaſt 
faith directed towards the DIVINE PROVEDER. . 
le Lonxp will keep him in perfett ___ 
2 ery is flayed on him. 


The Lonẽ Jesvs Currsr called; unto 


1 4 and daughters of affliction, through the 
means of his HOLY wonb, and ſaith unto them, 
RE... Come unto» me, all ge that labour and are 
=. e W ne 1 will give 8 Pr” = We | 


vou 


8 


* os 


of the reach of that in ner its enen 
N The 


| BL Oe Meditate aftens upon e 7 Wa no 5 
accidentagl this mortal life will trouble you.” 


(as 3 


you f@wying, * To-day i is my complaint bitter, my 
flroke is heavier than my wound; Oh that ” I 


| knew where to find him, that I might go even 
to his 8847?” | You may find him on 
mount S10Nn ; with an hundred and forty and 


| four thouſand, having his Father's name write 


ten on their foreheads.”” Climb the mount 
F holineſs,” aſcend above the earth, loſe fight 
of earthly things, and join the ſociety of © the 
Prince or PRACR, and his holy angels, and 
you ſhall find that reſt which For are io ar- 
dently ſeeking. | ; 


26. There is no kind of . whe- 


ther it ariſe from the loſs of friends, the loſs of 3 
wealth, the loſs of reputation, or any other, 5 


that doth not ariſe from an undue attachment 
to the world; in proportion, therefore, as the 
mind is raiſed heavenwards, it aſcendeth out 


26. Mat is a comfortable promiſe con- 
tained in the word of Gop, Te ſhall know ⅛ 


the Lond. if he rolLow on to #now him; ': 
from which it is plain that the little, flock who 


420 defirous of polſefling that kingdom which it 
is- 60% the good pleaſure of the Father tu give 
them „ SHALL poſſeſs it, 9 they will 


P... © _ 


— 
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5 Augeatig comply with the means af its Albin 
ment. Now, the means of grace are princi- 
pally as follows; — . Examination. z. Humi- 


Fen 


lity.—3. Prayer. —4. Ceaſing to do evil... 


S. Learning to do well. —6. Watchfulneſs.— ). 
Keeping holy the ſabbath day.—8. Reading the 

N holy word 9. The holy ſupper. By a perſe- 

verance in theſe means, you cannot fail to 


„grow in eee in e ee the 1 
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real man, the © imward and hidden man of the 


heart, the ſeat of the ruling love; in apply- 
„ nee therefore, thoſe awfully im- 
portant words, Adam, where art thou? we 
are not ſo much to regard e ee a 
examine ſo much our outward appearance, our 


| «ddreffetivhimſelf always tothe 


dreſs and addreſs, our words and actions, our 


Iooks and geſtures, nor even our natural affec- 
tions and ſenſations, our natural knowledge and 
attainments, or our natural intelligence and fa- 
culty of reaſoning, but we are to look higher - 
than all theſe, to examine our RULING LOVE, 
and aſk ourſelves what it is we prefer, or love 
| the moſt, whether heaven or earth, ſpiritual 
things or natural, Gon or Mammon. It is by 

ſuch examination, alone, that we can aſcertain 
wuuhere we are, aud certainly know whether we 
mite in the: _—_ o 66 3 . 


that they Li vx, and yet are DEAD, 


x... 3 
of Gop, or of we * the rulers if darkneſs and. 
. - | | 
30, There are thoſe hh © have a name 


”, 


who fancy 
themſelves ** rich and increaſed in goods, and 


having need of nothing; and yet are wretched” 


and miſerab le , and poor and blind, and. Has i 


ted. The reaſon is, they have not ſeen theiet 
R dnn ene in the light of the countenance q 
Gop, and are ed e of their: RU - 
LING LOVE. : OT _ 
31. Devotion confilteity not in that ſenſi E 
vie tenderneſs of heart, which provoketh to fighs 
and tears, and giveth a kind of delight and KC 
ſavory ſatisfaction in ſome ſpiritual exerciſes; | 
for many ſouls have this tenderneſs, and theſe 
conſolations, which nevertheleſs are very vi- 


cious, and conſequently have not any ns love 


of enn much leſs any true devotion.“ 

32. Hoummiry is the eee 3 
that there 1s nothing 1 in ourſelves alive, and no- 
thing good ; that in ourſelves all is dead, nay, 
like a carcaſe; and further, that every thing 
that liveth and is good is from the Lozp,” _ 
33. In proportion as the heart is humbled, 
in the ſame proportion ſelf-love, and every 
evil thence ceaſeth; for he who is humble, 
is in a ſtate of averſion to himſelf; and, as 


cm” an. means a * away, ſo he is in a 
4b 1 tate 
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tate of turning "RA all the > evil and darkneſ 


% his own depraved mind, 


34. You will inevitably loſe the humility Tt 
7 to which you have arrived, if you are not care- 
ful, moſt ſincerely and heartily, to aſcribe all 
your ſubſequent attainments to the alone ſource 
of every good and perfect gift.“ Offer up, 
then, your 1/aacs to the Lon; lay at his feet 
a tythe of the fruits of your fields, and ſay from 
the heart, not unto us, not unto us, O Lonp, 
but unto thy name be the glory Woven for thy ; 


| weng and truth's ſabe. 


„ ee Jowit cenſats be ſtupid beaſts * 
Es beouala they are laden with the precious and 
perfumed cabinets of the prince. What haft 
thou that thou haſt not received,“ ſaith the | 
- apolie, *and, if thou def received it, = * | 


8 We . to hag many 8 4 
'  thatwe are nothing, that we are miſery itſelf, 
and the corruption of the world; but we would 
be loath any man ſhould take us at our word, 
aud publiſh us abroad, to be ſuch as we are. 
True humility never makes ſhew of itſelf, nor . 
auʒſeth many humble words; for it defires not 
W only to hide other virtues, but alſo _— 'Y 


to hide itſelf.T“ 


Ds 36. The mavifelting fruits of humility, are 
as e I. The man . a is en 2 


As 7 5 ; 
„ 


TT. 


. govern none, but to be governed by all in ; 
whoſe counſels he perceives the ſpirit of hea- 
_ venly wiſdom; not exalting himſelf like Da- 
ar us, but * humbling himſelf as a little 
child. 2. From the ſame cauſe he is led, 
not to jalge others but, to aſſent to every judg- 8 
ment of himſelf. 3. In the ſociety of "he. 
Evil he doth not, like the phariſee, * thank 
Gop that he is not as other men, but ſtill 
exclaims with the publican, © Lonv! be mer- 
| ciful to me, a ſinner.” In the ſociety of the 
coop, he entereth into no invidions compari- 
ſons, nor ſaith fand by thyſelf, for I am 
holier tan thou; but confefſeth, with the 
apoſtle, that he is 1% than the leaſt of all 
ſaints.“ On all occafions, ** with lowlhneſs of 
mind he eſteemeth another better than himſelf. 
4. He is not hurt by neglect, becauſe he knows 
it is his due, and praiſe he reje&s, becauſe he 
wos it is not his right. If Mordecai refuſe 
do bend to him, he is not troubled; and, if the 
people would do ſacrifice unto him, then, like 
Paul and Barnabas, he exclaims, « Sirs, Tam 
a man of like paſſions as yourſebves."" 
Oh how many painful paſſions do the humble N 
avoid, and how great muſt be their peace? 
Well might Jzsvs ſay, © Take my Joke upon V 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly, 205 
and oy __ 8 We ok * ä 3 


Vargo ng ů ——ů ů — — 


37. Saint Auſtin ſays, that a good man 
being once aſked which was the firſt of the 
5 chriſtian virtues, anſwered Humility; being 
=_ aſked which was the ſecond, he anſwered, a 
= ſecond time, Humility; being aſked a third 
|} time, he anſwered again, Humility. | *<* In 
ort, ſaid he, aſt me as often as you pleaſe, 
| FT all always anſwer HuniLity ; for, except 

all that we defire, and think, and do, be begun, 
continued, and ended in ape it is all of J 
10 i . | 4 
„ Paarxn followeth Hhneality. as the | 
| | "oa the cauſe. * Behold he rravern;” 
aid the Lonp concerning Saul of Tarſus, 1 
after a conviction of evil had led to humility. Pp 
309, That perſon doth not“ pray with | 
: the ne ſpirit,” who only repeats a form of words, 
however excellent that form may be; nor the 
man who attaches merit to his addreſſes; nor 
de who acts from habit only, much leſs the 
hypocrite who prays to be ſeen men; for 
theſe are deftitute of that humble defire in 
which ſpiritual prayer conſiſts. Thoſe, how- 


ever, who feel their own weakneſs, and perceive 


4 chat they as far fall ſhort of the bleſſedneſs of 
{ heaven as the beggar at the door is deſtitute of 
their affluence, and, in conſequence of ſuch 
conviction, can humbly exclaim, Lonp! be 
85 n fo me a W * all ſuch > may be hd 


JJ. © OT". ©: 


I us }- 


full. to pray with the ſpirit.” Others 46 A 
nigh unto Gop with their lips, whilſt their 
hearts are far from him; they « lift up their 
hands without their hearts to Gop in the hea- 


wens.” The Lonp *©* deſþiſeth their prayer, 


and faith unto them, Oh! ſinful people, 4 


nation laden with miquity, when ye lift up your f ; 
| hands I will hide mine eyes from you; when Je 


make many prayers I will not hear. 
40. Although ſpiritual prayer, 61 Saint 


Auguſtin, doth not conſiſt in words, yet we 


are not to omit vocal prayer; becauſe it ſerveth 
as a means of een what ve k" ought to 
deſire.” WF 

WS Extemporary prayer is ak adviſable > 
for thoſe to whom is given a peculiar readineſs 
of utterance. The extemporary ſupplicant, 


being ſo fully engaged in acts of intellectual 
invention, oftentimes forgets to render the de- 


ſires of the heart conformable to the thoughts 


of the underſtanding : he is in danger, alſo, of _- 


growing vain and ſelf-ſufficient; conceiving 
his ability an indication of more than ordinary 
grace, and thus efpifing others in eite 4 
win — ” 

42. In prayer, as in every. thing alle, . 
3 it can be done, foltow the expreſs WP 
teachings of the Logp. He hath taught you 


—_ to 0 Pray, then, after the manner in it 


. ; 


(% 


 whith 10 hath taught you. The incomparab! y 
excellent form which he hath given you, con- 
tains, when fully underſtood, every proper and 
profitable petition ; and if it be fincerel y, humbly, 
and devoutly uſed, pauſing a minute at the end 


uf every paſſage until the heart be made con- 


ſormable thereto, there is reaſon to believe that 
every purpoſe of prayer will then be anſwered, 


43. Thoſe do wrong who never pray 


until they feel an inclination to it; the ſacri- 


| fice ſhould be ur poſs to the altar if it will not | 
5 80 willingly.” © 2 
|. 5: 7g M8 inst tricks to 2 and 
; humility to prayer, ſo prayer leads to the attain- 


ment of thoſe ſpiritual influences, whereby all 


| the other means of e 1 be ene . 
a purſued. 5 

:. a” The mountains may be en 4 
without being 40 oa into the ſea,” the ©* right 
and,“ may be cut off,” without being 
40 caft From „ and evils may be remitted 
without being completely put away: the 
flirſt Rate is attainable by bumility, the latter 

by a perſevering eee of the magks of 


Ow e e 


46. The ceaſing from evit Wen der 


3 8 old covenant, was a ceaſing from the out- 


ward works of the body; whereas that of the 


mne covenant FOES in a n thoſe 
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| evil zd and purpoſes, Which. in the 


ſtate of nature, do conſtitute the works of the 


7 mind. Ye have heard that it was ſaid by 
them of old time, thou ſhalt not K111; and 
_ whoſoever ſhall xx ſhall be in danger of the 


judgment: but I ſay unto you, ſaith the Lon 


 Jzsvs Cuntsr, * that whoſoever is angry at 
his brother without a cauſe, ſhall be in danger 
f the judgment. He that hateth his ore : 
ter, ſaith Saint Jounx, is a murderer,” _ 


47. As, in a corn of wheat, in proportion 
as the outward lobes die away, the inward germ 


_ doth increaſe, even ſo, in proportion as the evil 
life 1s extinguiſhed, the /þiritual life is ad- 
voanced; in proportion as we ** put off con- 
cerning the former converſation, the old man 
which is corrupt according to deceitful luſts, 
ve are renewed in the ſpirit of our minds, and 
pi put on a new man which, after Gop, is created 
in righteouſueſs and true holineſs : ;7; hone, 3 
die is gain, and precious in the / fight of the | 
FOR! is the death of his ſaints.” 


In the death of our ur paſſions conſiſts L 


; the 2 of the ſoul.” 


49. Both the hol 7 80 the Ae y. poſſeſs 


46 the carnal mind which is at enmity with 
op; od but, in this the former differ from the 
latter, VIZ. they have raiſed their ruling affec- 
| tions, above It, and, through merey, are not 5 


IS | 1 OY tr under 


8 T7: 18 1 
uoder ie inflecacs; agreeable to thoſe Words of - 


te pfalmiſt, 7 was upright before _ aud 
kept myſelf from mine intquity.”* 


50. There is a great difference betwix! | 


29; having poiſon and being poiſoned.” 


$1. © When we are affaulted by any vice 


it behoveth us, as much as poſlible, to practice 


the contrary virtue, and to apply all other vir- 


tues to the perfecting thereof: for ſo we ſhall 
overcome the eg — advance ourſelves | in 
all other vittues,”? 


% food us thou findeſt wyſel! in 


Is , any e do as little children when they 
ſee a wolf or a bear in the field; for preſently they 
run into the ms of their parents, e * 


call them to their help and ſuccour.””. 


* S3. In time of peace, that is to far, £ 


when the temptations of thoſe fins to which 
thou art moſt ſubje& do not trouble thee, do 


— many acts of the contrary virtues; and, if 


oecaſions do not preſent themſelves, ſeek ſome: 


for by this means will thine heart Lad armed . 
ow future W., 417 101 10 


54. In proportion as you ceaſe to a wil, | 


you will be enabled to do weLL; meaning 


bl thereby the performance of works from ſpiri- 


| en motives and in obedience to the Loup. 


— 


8. The neceſſity of theſe G00 WORKS 
will ah Wee" to all who confider that 
; „ thaw 


[ "9 3 


only regenerated and brought into heavenly 


order, in proportion as it is rendered obedient 
to the ſpiritual one: conſequently, that until 
theſe good works are performed, the whole | 
mind is not regenerated; neither until then can 
we adopt the language of the pſalmiſt, and ſay 
A that is within us ſhall praiſe the Lonp. ““ 
S506. Good works extend to all that is ſpo- 
ken or done under a ſpiritual influence, whe- 
ther it be in our reſpective employments and 
profeſſions, or in any other lawful exerciſe. 
The apoſtle ſaith, therefore, Yhatſvever ye 
do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of 
_ the Lory Jesus.”” « Whatſoever ye do, do it 
5 heartily, as to the Loxp and not unto men 1 
 * Whether ye eat, or whether ye drink, or 
whatever ye do, do it all to the glory of Gov.” = 
% Be ye edfaſt and immoveable, aways _ 1 
abounding in the work of the Loxb, foraſmuck Uh: 
as ye xnow that your labour is not in vain.” 
57. Tboſe alone are not of thoſe “ idle 
words for which we are to give an account in 
the day of judgment,” which are ſpoken witb a 
good ſpirit, The ſubject (although certainly is 


there exiſt in the mind of the regenerate, not 
only a /þrritual principle which wills well, but 
alſo a natural principle, the office of which is 
to do the things which the ſpiritual mind will- 
eth; and further, that this natural principle is 
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1 
be attended to) nevertheleſs is not of ſuch mo- 
ment as the ſpirit with which they are ſpoken. 
Our ſpeech ſhould be with Ow = pag 

with Halt. 1 

38. It is well to be mall; that we may 
1 peak on a good ſubject, yet in a bad ſpirit; but 
we ſhall not willingly, under a good ſpirit, 
ipeak on a bad ſubject. Eph. v. 12, If we are 
under a good influence, the Lonp will “ ſefa 
_ watch before our mouths to keep the door of our 
lips,“ and no corrupt communication will pro- 
=  treed out of our Ons, but that wien 2 es cated 
to the uſe of edifying.” . 
809. The ſpiritual WATCHMAN, which] is fo : 
1 needful for the ſafety and protection of the 
| ſpiritual city, is the inward man, the ſeat 

of the ruling defires and thoughts ; - and, if the 
mind which is the ſeat of the ruling defires and 
thoughts, be withdrawn from the world, and be 
| raiſed towards heaven, then hath the watchman 
aſcended from the low ſtreets of the city to his 
bigh and elevated fituation, and will be able, for 
he firſttime, todiſcover with elearneſs the exiſt- 
eence, number, malevolence, and approaches of 

our ſpiritual enemies. And not only will it be 
able to make this diſcovery of our ſpiritual ene- 
mies, but alſo to reſiſt and counteract them; 
agagrecable to the right underſtanding of theſe 
. e, 20 1 will * my * watch, aud 95 2 
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ne upon my toter, and will watch to ſee what 
he will ſay in me, and what 1 * anſwer 
when I am reproved. 
| 60, No ſooner have we raiſed our minds 
heavenward, and brought them under the influ- 
ence of the Lord, than we find (ſuch being the 
Nate of the world at the preſent period) that, 
| where ever we may be ſituated, nearly every 
object that ſurrounds us, every word we hear, 
and every buſineſs in which we are engaged, 2 
ſerve as mediums for bringing near to us thoſe 
evils which are the enemies of the foul : if, 
however, in the ſeaſon of infeſtation, by a ſtill- 
naeſs and retirement of mind, we attentively _ 
| liſten to the ſuggeſtions of heaven, and © watch = 
to ſee what the Loxp will ſay in us,” we ſhall 
continually be enabled to countera@ the oppo- 
ſitions of our enemies, until, at length, and by 
a long continued uſe of ſuch means, they ſhall 
have departed diſappointed and confounded; and 
we ſhall have © peace on all ſides round about , [ 


there being none to make us afraid. 
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61. Tho sa88arn var, under the chriſtian I 


Aten is a day t pluck the ears of 

corn, and cat; as well as ** to lift out the 

ſheep from the pit;” i.e, to receive ſpiritual 

| _ Inflaveyens and to elevate the affections, 

62. In entering upon our public ſervices it. — 

v bo well o bold i in in e en | 
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15 22 1] 
commandments, Let all that be ins about 
im bring preſents unto him that ought to be 
. feared, and None ſhall appear before me 
empty.“ As the ſons of Facob offered preſents 
to Jos rn, as Saul offered preſents to Sauk, 
and the Queen of Sheba to SoLoMoN, even ſo 
thoſe who approach the Loxp ſhould honour | 
him with the unreſerved preſentation of all the 
affections, thoughts, and purpoſes of the mind, 
1 r pes en their frankincence, and myrrh.“ ; 
6563. | In the houſe of Gop it will alſo be 
0 uſefull to recolle& thoſe words, The Lond 
is in his holy temple; let all the earth be filent 
| before him.“ The Lonp is peculiarly pre- 
5 ſent where ever two or three are gathered to- 
_ gether in his name; and all the church, both 
without and within, thould oblerre: a ee 
5 Kills and reſt. - 
6&4; LI us ſtrongeſt deeb 3 WO | 
4ruth of the noLy worp, is the ſpiritual LIE 
which it is a means of conveying ; and we may 
apply to the Lonp what was faid unto Elijah, + 
by the woman whoſe ſon he had reſtored unto 
life, ** Now, by this I know that thou art a man 
2 Gov, and that the word yg FOO in "yy 2 
= _ AI 1 
„ the yen WORD pf G0 f is a means 
Fs of conveying heavenly life, or ſpiritual good, 
3 unto * 1s evident from the following 
: ++ 38% | N r 5 


b 5 
45 paſſages : % The words that I ſpeak unto you 


they are ſpirit and they are 11vs.” «© Man 
vr not by bread alone, but by every word 


tat proceedeth from the mouth of the Lonb.“ 


X will never forget thy precepts, for with 
| them thou haſt quickentd me. Lon, 
to whom ſhould we go Thou haſt the words 

of eternal Lies.” The reaſon why, out of 
the many who hear and read the wonb, there 
are fo few who receive its life, is, they are not 
in a ſtate of mind capable of receiving it, not 
| having made that needful preparation which is 
alluded to in theſe following words, Do not 
my words do good to him who watkety up- - © 
RIGHT??? That is to ſay, their ſupreme, their 
ruling defires and thoughts, are not in a direc- W 


5 tion towards heaven, but towards the earth; 


conſequently, are in ſtates receptive of earthly - 


life rather than of heavenly life. If we would 


receive this heavenly life (viz. the life of 
© love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, 
goodneſs, meekneſs, and temperance, we 
_ ought to read the holy wor, not under a fel- 
| fiſh and worldly influence, not with haughty 
and ſelf-ſufficient hearts, nor for the ſake of ; 
profit and gain, nor in order merely to confirm 
any peculiar opinions, nor to amuſe by unproft= _ 
table ſpeculations, but with an end that is purely 
ſpiritual and heavenly; viz, an bumble deſire 
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| for the POS" of that which alt do good bs 
the ſoul; by this means the ruling affections 
and thoughts will be enlivened and c 
3 by * the light A . 
66. There are two kinds of people Who 
enter into the garden of the holy word; viz. 
thoſe who only pleaſe themſelves with looking 
at the flowers, and thoſe who are alſo profited: 
by eating of the fruits: the former are ne |: 
but the latter are benefited. 5 5 
67. The ſtate in which we ought to read = 
the worp or Gop, is very different from that in 
Which we ought to read the works of enlight- 3 
ened men: in the firſt ſtate, the mind is 
5 yielded to the implicit guidance of the Lozp ; 
in the ſecond, we fit in judgment upon what 
we read, and admit it 92 fo far as it is - 
proved of. © 5 DENG 
" » Read the HoLY wor as in the tings 
diate preſence” of a ſpeaking Gop, who know- 
eth all that concerns you, and be careful to 
apply every paſſage, as far as poſſible, to your- 
eit. If evils be forbidden, remember they 
are your evils; if good be commanded, remem- 
ber that it is the good of your own ſtation in 
te. Let its threatenings, its promiſes, i its conſo- 
lations, its encouragements, in ſhort all that it 
© contains, be applied, as far as poflible, to your- 
= ſelf W * nien means you will 
| : find 2 


1 


| find that it is Mabel t ſpirit. and life,” and ; 
a wonderfully efficacious means of . 


you wiſer, better, and happier. 


69. To thoſe natural-minded perſons be 5 
think, with ſelf-derived power, to derive truth 
from the noLY woRD through the ſole means of 
the doctrinal knowledge which they poſſeſs, the 
Lonp addrefleth himſelf, as formerly to the 
Samaritan woman who came with her water 
pot in her hand to draw water from the well of 5 

JAcos, and faith unto them, If ye knew the 

| gift of Gop, and who it is that ſaith unto you, 

give me to drink, ye would hawve aſked of _w, 1 
4 aud ne wwould have given o living water." 


70. © We are clean through the words 
which the Lony. hath ſpoken unto us, becauſe 
the word of Gop is the only medium of that 
living faith which is the alone means of all 
ſpiritual purification: how many are the num- 
ber of thoſe, however, who, inordinately 1 > 
tached to the words of their reſpectiye leaders, 
refuſe, like Naaman, to waſh in this Jordan, 
and exclaim, ** Are not ABANA and PHARPAR, 
rivers of Daxasous, better than all the waters : 
of Iſrael Cannot Wwe Lk: in | them and be 6 


clean?. 2 


. 71. a Thoſe 1 neyer . * HOLY "© x 
wonp, but ſeek wiſdom from other quarters, 
would do well to think o the . of 
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fuch a conduct, as related in the following 


words: Moe to the rebellious children » faith 


the Lonp, that take counſel but not of me; that 


wall to go down into Ecver, and have not 
15 aſked at my mouth ; to flrengthen themſelves 
in the ſtrength of PnARAOH, and to truſt in the 


Madou f Eover. Therefore ſhall the firength 


of Puaraon be your ſhame, and the TAR in. : the y 
| ſhadow of Ecver your confuſion.” = 


% Some have neglected to read the ſerip- 1 


| tures becauſe they thought they could be better 
edified and inſtructed. by the practical writings 
of private divines, where they find their duty 


laid down in an eaſier method, and with greater 


_ plainneſs and perſpicuity of expreſſion: but, | 
ſuppoſing. the utmoſt of this objection were 
true, yet we, ought to pay that deference to the - 
Wiſdom of Gop, as entirely to ſubmit to what 8 
2 method of inſtruction he thinks moſt proper for 
us; and we may reaſonably believe that Goo 
Will particularly bleſs the endeavours of thoſe 
Who thus come to him in his own way, and I 
acquieſce in thoſe means of inſtruction which he 
himſelf hath ordained. Beſides, there is a2 
1 majeſty and authority in the word of Gop 
which is not to be found in human writings; 
and, when we hear Gop ſpeaking to us, this 


muſt needs affect us with extraordinary reve- _ 


e 5 and we cannot chuſe but to > give the 


">" 


ta) 


Kine earneſt heed to the things thus ſpoken to 
us, as ON. to a voice that came from 
heaven,” PE Sn | 5 


If you are, as you 3 to be; 1 in Oy of 


| heavenly good rather than of ſpeculative truth, 
| you will not read the Holy Word the leſs for | 
your inability to diſcover all the myſteries 
Which it contains; on the other hand, you will 
- rejoice in ſuch inability as leading to a higher 
degree of that Humility which is the chief of 5 
chriſtian graces. I, 
72. There are two diſtindt claſſes of peo- 
ple who partake of the HoLy SurrER; viz. e 
more external members of the church, or thoſe 
| who are ſitting beneath the fig tree, and the 
more internal members, or thoſe who are ſit- 
| ting beneath the vine; and both theſe are diffe- 
rently benefited thereby. He who ſitteth be- _ 
neath the fig tree partakes of the holy ſupper 5 
only from a principle of holy and devout obedi- 
ence; and by the act increaſes, enlarges, and 
confirms that holineſs and devotion from 
whence his obedience proceeds. He, how- © 
ever, who ſitteth beneath the vine, receiveth | 
 bleflings therefrom i in a very different manner; 
and the manner in which he is s bletſed thereby 7 
| is as follows, „ 5 
Hle has a perception, in the tnterioin of tis : 
1 1 of certain 3 * rann by 
I” 5 me 
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the various parts of the ceremony, and of the 
elements made uſe of therein; and, having this 
perception, his mind is elevated into the light 


of heaven, dwells in the lociety of the innu- 
merable company of angels, and is ſurrounded 


with thoſe © miniſtering ſpirits of Gop that 
miniſter unto the heirs of ſalvation, who 
communicate to his mind thoſe ſpiritual and 
heavenly affections and thoughts, which con- 
ſtitute the bleſſing which the Lonp is deſirous 
of communicating through the means of this, 
his divinely appointed ordinance. 


As for example; in the BnRAD and wine 


= pr is appointed to be uſed, he perceives that 
WW goodneſs and truth, or love and wiſdom, or 


| . charity and faith, which are received into the 


| hearts and minds, the will and underſtanding, 
of all thoſe good and faithful perſons who are 
* gUNGERING and THIRSTING after righteouſ- 
neſs,” and which proceed from that glorified ' 
| | bumanity of the Lonp Jzsus Cukisr which is 
„ year indeed, and DRINK: indeed; 485 ol, 
e whilſt he muſeth on theſe things, his heart 
glos with the fire of a higher reverence ſor, 
and adoration of, that great being who | is thus 
5 the life of the believing world. 


In approaching the altar for the x om. of oy 


1 partaking of theſe things, he perceives the ne- 
ceſſity of drawing nigh unto Gon, before 


„ 


_— 


1 8 
Gov will * bring his righteouſueſs wich 4 


Aim; “ as it is written, 1 e will not come unto 
me that ye may have life.” Come unto me all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 


85 give you reſt,””. If any man thirſt, let him | 


come unto me and drint; and the confidera- 


tion of this circumſtance impreſſeth on his mind 
a more forcible conviction of the indiſpenſible 

need which there is of ariſing from the far coun- 
try and going to the Father, before he can par- 

take of the * wach the F ener 5 houſe 


| contains. 


Thirdly, i in the miniſter” 5 receiving the Nd 5 


5 ood wine previous to his adminiſtering it to the 


people, he beholds Ixsus Curtsr, in the days of | 
his humiliation, glorifying his humanity by re- 
ceiving from the Father that love and wiſdom 5 
which after his glorification he imparted, by the 
Holy ſpirit, to all thoſe who believed in him; and, 
in the conſideration of this circumſtance, he ſees 
with clearneſs and contemplates with thankful- 
| neſs, what has thus been ſo mercifully done FO 


*for us men, and for our ſalvation.” 


PFourthly, in receiving the elements, he AY 
| perceives bis perfect dependence upon the Wi 
Lon for whatever can ſupport his ſpiritual life, 
| He perceives that mar can take nothing ex= 
cept it be given him from above, and that 
| E man liveth not by bread — but by every . | 
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het: that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
Gop;“ and this imprefſeth him with that ſpirit 
of humility which diſpoſeth his heart and mind 
for the habitation of the high and lofty one 
who inhabiteth eternity. In receiving the ele- 
ments he alſo perceives that, although both 
Bread and wine, or both charity and faith, are 
undividedly to be received in order to the per- 
| fe@ nouriſhment of the ſoul, yet that the bread 
18 received previous to the wine, or charity 
4 poſſefſed before the attainment of a ſpiritual 
faith; even as the diſciples of Emmaus ate 
Bread with the Loxp before their eyes were 
15 opened to know him. Laſtly, in concluding 
the ſervice with a hymn, after the manner of 
| the Lony and his diſciples, he hath a percep= | 
tion of the joyful tate of thoſe ts whom there 
has been miniſtered an entrance into the king- 
dom of eee. e and joy in 5 80 
Hoh „ 
= 9Such, and a great many du Gmhilar! to 
=... theſe, are the ſpiritual perceptions, and holy, 
x. reverend, humble, pious, and joyful affections 
W which the enlightened receive whenſoever they 
approach the altar under a lowly frame of 
mind, and with their thoughts abſtractedly fixed 
| upon the kingdom of Gop and his righteouſ- 
W neſs; and, ſuch being the benefits reſulting 
Ul therefrom, it. appears that the celebration of ä 


Ft * 


; this ſacriment is one of the moſt efficucions of 
all the means of grace, and a duty indiſpen- 
ſibly to be attended to by-thoſe who are deſi. 
Tous of adyancing in the regenerate .. 


3. There is, affuredly, a preparation : 

2 needful before the ſoul can partake of ſpiritual 
food, whether it be adminiſtered through the 

means of the holy ſupper, or. by any other 
means. It was not until Abraham had obs 

| tained a victory, that he was met by MeLont= 


' ZEDRCK, and received bread and wine at his 
hands. It was not until the ſtranger was cir- 


cumciſed that he could eat of the paſſover, nor 
until the Iſraelites had left Egypt that they 
. partook of the heavenly manna. It was on the 
ſabbath day that the diſciples ate the corn, and 
it was after waſhing at the laver that bread was 
eaten in the holy place. We are to LA- 
Bou for the meat which endureth unto eternal 
liſe, and it is “ the WILLING and OBEDIENT 
that eat of the good of the land. o hm 
that ovERCOMETH, ſaith the Lox D, will U give 
to eat of the tree af life.” ID him that 
 OVERCOMETH will 1 Xa to eat mh the np 0. 


”0» 


. «6 The PT n Animate 1 dead. 


| re * the reviving, plant; and it is not the . 
dead body, but only the living one, which = 
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75. There are ſome who excuſe their at- 
tendance upon the Holy Supper, by ſaying that 
they do not ſee the utility of it; but this is, 


ſurely, an inadmiſſible excuſe. Had it not 


been uſeful, the ſacrament would not have been 


inſtituted. A good and wiſe parent in all his 


a commands regards the good of his child, and | 
an obedient child will obey the parents' requeſts 
without aſking a reaſon why. But the holy 


ſupper is a means of abundant utility. It is a 


means of becoming more ſpiritual- minded; of 


brightening faith, ſtrengthening hope, and en- 


larging charity; it is a means of communicat- 
.  - 10g. the: power of ayoiding evil and of doing 


good; and it is, finally, a means of elevating 
the mind to the enjoyment of that Hence - 
which the world giveth not. 


J. Others, again, excuſe their attendance | 
by pleading a want of that preparation which is 
prerjouſiy required. They are right in their 
idea of the previouſly required preparation, for 


| what religious ſervice is there, whether prayer, 
= praiſe, reading the worp, or any other, which 


doth not require a preparation? But, at the 
= dme, they do wrong in offering this as a 
plea for abſence, and unpardonable in not 


making that preparation, of the neceſſity of 0 
which they are ſo ſtrongly convinced. Every 

g 2 man is Lenny; for the holy W how- | 

5 IE | „„ ever * | | 


4 


3 1 


ever en may be the degree of his goodneſs; 


and if the evil man be not, it is gon time 
| that he was. 1 


* « If worldlings * you why" you re- 
ceive the holy ſupper ſo often, tell them, it is 
to learn to love Gop, to be purified from your 
0 imperfections, to be delivered from your miſe- 
ries, to be comforted in your afflictions, aid to 
be ſtrengthened in your weakneſs. Tell them 
that two ſorts of people ought to communicate 
often, viz. the perfect, becauſe being well dif-' 
poſed, they do themſelves wrong in not ap- 
proaching unto the fountain of all perfection; 
and the imperfect that they may be able juſtly 
| to pretend to perfection: the ſtrong, leſt they 
become feeble, and the feeble, that they may I 
become ſtrong: the ſick o be healed, and te 
whole leſt they fall into fickneſs + and that for ö 
Jour part, as one imperfect, feeble, and ſick, 
you have need to communicate often with wat © 5 
who is your perfection, ſtrength and health, 
Tell them, ſuch as have not many worldly = 
affairs ſhould. communicate often, becauſe 14 
they have leiſure; and ſuch as have mag 
„en buſinelſes ſhould likewiſe do ſo, be= 
- cauſe they have need of it; and that he who 
laboureth much, and taketh great pains, ought 
alſo to eat ſolid meats, and frequently. Tell 
them that thou Treogines. the * an 8 
learn ; 4. 


= * : | 

4, * . 

. „„ „„ 5 3 
* 4 
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learn to receive it well; becauſe no man per- 
forms an action mm Ln he _ "_ often 
practiſe.” 12 ä 


78. Aw then are thoſe as are W bir . 
l concerning the proviſion of that which 


is needful for the ſupport of the natural life, 


evenzſo there are thoſe, alſo, who are equally | 

careful concerning the proviſion of that which 
is needful to ſupport the /þiritual life: both 

the one and the other do wrong; they ought | 


rather to truſt in the Logp and co-operate with 


his. providence, and then Joyfully to believe 

that he who hath given life will alſo give meat, 
he who hath created foe e in not Taal to 8 
; p raiment. 5 


0. How 450lith are : ws truſt 907 as 
to the Lomrp for proviſion without co-operating 


with him by *© profeſſing honeſt trades for 


neceſſary uſes,” equally infatuated, on the other 
band, are thoſe who ** ſay unto the gold thou 
art my hope, and unto the fine gold thou art my. 
can jidence; or who ** make fleſh their arm, 


dad their hearts depart from Gon.” "Thoſe 


only are the truly wiſe who, avoiding both ex- 
tremes, while they learn and labour truly 
to get their own living in that flate of life in 
which it has pleaſed Gop to call them, do, at 
Fo the uy tis, refer all 4 to the Lonp, and 
1 1 ; _— ö 


. 3s 1. 


S cenftantly look up to him for : a bleſſing en 
: their induſtrious endeavours, 


380. Do as little children who, with one 


hand hold faſt by their father, and with the 
other gather ſtrawberries. along the hedges. 
80 you, gathering and managing the affairs of 
this world with one hand, with the other 
: always hold faſt the hand of your heavenly Fa- 
ther, turning yourſelf towards him from time to 
time, to ſee if your employments are pleaſing. 
to him; and take heed above all things that 
you let not go his hand and his protection, 
thinking to gather more; for, if he forſake 


you, you will not be able to go a ſtep without 
5 E to the ground.“ AER: 


* 


381. The ſtate and end =o the 1 man 


is ; ſtrongly deſcribed in the following Rriking. 
| paſſage of ſacred ſcripture : * The partridge 
| gathereth and hatcheth not; he getteth riches 
but not by right, he ſhall leave them in the 
midſt of his days, and at his end ſhall be a 
| fool.” He accumulates knowledge, but 3 55 
not bring it into life; he is rich in knowledge, | 
but has not appropriated it by a life according 

to it; he ſhall be deprived of it when ** from 
im "who hath not ſhall be taken that which he 


Seemeth to have; and it ſhall be faid of him, as 


of all natural- minded perſons, ** ſurely, the 5 


 priviees . Zoan are 8 the counſel 3 tie 


= 1 iS 5 
wiſe counſellors of Pharaoh is become brutifk: 5 
Ho ſay ye unto Pharaoh, I am the ſon of the 
wiſe, the ſon of ancient kings? Where are 
they? Where are thy wiſe men & and let them 
tell thee now, and let them know what the 
: Lon of Hofts hath purpoſed upon Egypt.” 
82. Unto the man who is truſting in the 
* 0 of that mere knowledge which, at tbe 
time of account, he will be ſtript of for ever, we 
ſhall do well to ſay, © Thou fool, this night 5 
thy ſoul ſhall be required of thee: then whoſe I 
| frat thyſe things be which thou haſt provided. ” 
83. An inordinate love of money, whether 
uo nated or ſpiritual, that is to ſay, a love of it, 2 
bt not for its eternal uſes, but for temporal ſatiſ- 
factions, is the Jup as which will betray the 
mind into the hands of its ſpiritual enemies. 
A little that the righteous man hath is Better ; 
= than the riches of many wicked';”” *<* better is a 
wle with the fear of the Loud, than great. 5 
= treaſures with trouble therewith.” _ 3 
84. How many are thoſe ſpeculative ad- ; 
1 mirers of truth, but haters of good, who, like 3 
the Eoreri ans of old, whilſt they are diſpoſed 
M8 to retain Saxar, by reaſon of her being fair 
180 look upon,“ are at the fame time defirous 1 
| killing! ABRAM _ | 
388. The man of qpeclltiv r | 
TR liks the ſtar-gazer in the N 18 in danger of i 
3 ant into o the ditch. 5 


1991 


86. Alas, how many fragments have we "3; 
led to gather up! How much knowledge 
have we waſted, by neglecting to make that 
. ulſe of it for which it was giren! 
e Oftrich, proud of Wow uſeleſs 

wings which, in ſpite of their beauty, never 
bear him from the earth, is a true image of the 
man who is vain of that ſelf-derived intelligence 


3 never raiſeth his affections heavenward. 
All who have removed their minds 


* enlightening influence of heaven, and 
are ſupported by natural knowledge alone, have 
changed their, glory into the e of ne 


N on that eateth graſs.” _ 


89. We have all of us oxen to feed, that 5 
1 to ſay, natural affections to ſupport, and, 
amongſt the reſt, the natural affection of know- - 
ledge; therefore the Lonxb, mercifully, “ cauſe 
ell graſs to grow for the cattle, as well as herb 
for the ſervice of man: it ſhould always be 
0 remembered, however, that if natural affections 
are inordinately indulged, the mind is thereby 


cloſed againſt the influence of heaven, and we 
become natural- minded. 


graſs as oxen,” 


g9. © While ye * the light, 7 in 7 


the light, that e may become the children of the 


i li lights 0 that 1 18 to . while IF have the noLy | 
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wokp, receive it in the love of it, to the end 
that your minds may derive a birth therefrom, | 
and you may become holy and righteous like 


the ſpirit which dictated it. 


91. That is a moſt ſerious queſtion which : 


5 I propoſed to us, and fhould lead to as ſe- 


rious an enquiry, &« Is the ſeed yet in the 
barn?” are © the ſeeds of the kingdom,” 


the precepts of the noLY worD, yet in the | 


natural mind, or have they been ſown into 
tie good ground of a good and honeſt heart,” 1 
to > the production of heavenly fruit? 
92. All the profefſing members of the 


75 chutch; bare FArrTH, as all the tribes had rods; 
but tii®ſe only are choſen that they may come 


near unto the Lorp,'? whoſe rods are fruitful; 
1, e. who have the vhs Tony which worketh by ; 
ave” lt | 
93+ The Kew Wh el His 6 ſhatl E 


# die in thine hand, and the truths which thou 


takeſt to thyſelf will be deprived of life. Let 


1 85 the flowers remain on the tree, and they will 
multiply a thouſand fold; aſcribe thy wiſdom 
5 t the Lox p, and there ſhall be no end to it. 


94. A ſtronger evidence, perhaps, * Y | 


not poſſeſs of the actual manifeſtation to the 8 


| ſoul of that ſpirit of Cuntsr which ** reproves 
_ the world of ſin, than the painful recolleQion 
of our evil actions. 7 C0; fot a ney ſaid 
OTE | | | the | 


. 


| che Samaritan * oman, which told me all by 
things that ever I did; is not this the Cuxisx on 
M hat. have I to do with thee,” ſaid the 
diſtreſſed widow of ZAETHATH to ELrsna, 
art thou come unto me to call my ſin to remems- 
brance, and to ſlay my N ee 
9 If the ſpirit of CurrsT be communi- 
5 Na to the foul, what an unſpeakable mercy, 
notwithſtand: ng the painful ſenſations which it 
may give to the pharifaic and ſadducean diſ- 
1 poſitions of the natural man. | Remegaber, | 
„ CuR1sT within vou is the. hope of. glory; 
be comes to redeem and ſanctify the world, to 


caſt out devils, to heal ſickneſſes, to reſtore . 


order, and finally, to ** /zt up that denn⁰vuu 
which is an everlaſting dominion, and that 
kingdom which Shall never paſs away.” 


_ "2206; At the ſame time that you are to be 
watchfal over your ſpiritual enemies, you are 
commanded . not to be fretful becauſe f 
tem. All kind of fretfulneſs is the ſpirit of 

the natural man; and who can "ap out de- : 

: vils by Beelzebub?” FOES 

97. Davip has ſet a moſt adinimble ex- 

* aa of patience to the ſpiritually perſecuted, 15 

as recorded in 11. Sam. xvi. 5 to 13. Their 

language ſhould always be, Let them alone, 
and let them curſe; for the Lord hath bidden 


them, Tt may be that the Lonp will look on N 


. VVV 2 „„ 


. 49. & 
6p affliftion, and that the Lonn will requite 
+ Wi good For their curſing this 2 Aa 

98. Davy faith that his enemies em- 


wy paſſed him about like EES; and the ſpiritual 
enemies of the faithful are ſo far like Bzzs that 


the more violent! y you ſtruggle with them the 
greater is the danger of being ſeyerely wounded, 

Davip adds, In the name of the Loy I will 
deſtroy them.“ It is not the violent ſpirit of 


the natural man, but the meek, the quiet, and 


patient ſpirit of the Lonp that can effect a de- 5 


Iverance from ſpiritual infeſtation : wherefore, 
in ** patience poſſe eſs your Jouls,” and * 185 Pati- 2 

ence have her perfeft work.” 128 
99. The little flock, '” who ws ſet out 
to go to their Father's kingdom, ſoon find that 


1 they go forth as lambs among wolves, and 


in conſequence they fear that they ſhall be- 


. come * meat to the beafts of the feld. In 


this ſtate the Lonp addreſſeth them and faith, 95 
© Fear not little flock, for it is your Father's 


go pleaſure to give % the kingdom.“ 


There are two reaſons why they are forbidden 


5 fear; firſt becauſe they have 19 need to fear, 


: ſeeing that the tutor of the Flock, ' is the 


2  Lory ALMIGHTY. Fxar them mot,” Faith | 
he for I am with thee, be not diſmayed for 4 


. I am thy G0D.“ Vide alſo Iſa. xliii. 1, 2, 3. bp: 
5 The Lok i is on N * faith Davip, = 4 


3 a 1 


will not fear what m an can do unto me.. 
Though I walk through the valley of the 
| ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil ; for thou 
art with me, thy rod and thy flaff they comfort : 
me. But, beſides. this reaſon, there is yet 
another why the faithful are forbidden to fear, 
and that is, becauſe every ſuch fear lefſeneth 
their own ftrength, and increaſeth that of their- 
enemies. Remember, when PxrxR was. 
afraid, he began to fink.“ © Take heed, 
therefore, and be quiet; fear not, neither be 
afraid. In quietneſs and confidence Jha 
be your flrength.”” Fear ye not; ſtand flill, 
and ſee the ſalvation of Gop; for the Egyp- 
tians whom ye have ſeen tio day, ye ſhall ſee 
tem again no more for ever. The Lon 
[hall Jight for you, and 3 Shall hold Jour” 1 
_ 1 * —_— 
100. When. «the Pie” overſhadowed tie 
; diſciples, they feared as they entered it; but 
who does not fee the unreaſonableneſs „ 
their fear? „ . 7 


1071. In. the midſt of the night, we e 


4 = pleaſure from the confident hope that the morn-- | 
. ing will return; and, in the ſeaſon of ſpiritual 
A trial, we ſhould conſole ourſelves with a hope 
4 that } in due time the gloom will be diſſipated. 
. Our language ſhould be, y art thou 


1 + e 0 * foul, and a art thou diſquieted 
7 k 6 „ N * 3 „ within 
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5 weithin me hope i in Gov; for I ſhall yet praiſe 
im for the help of his countenance.” 


102. Hope, although it will not remove 


any burden, yet, if it has Gop for its Weck, F 
dean lefſen the painfulneſs of all. 


103. It is in vain for us to expect to be 


: Hberated from the captivity of our ſpiritual 
enemies, before that evil is removed which is 
the cauſe thereof. We can by no means 
come out . we have Te the uttermoſt far- 

| : Th | 


{I 04. 98 effectual means of avoiding temp- 


: taGon is, to keep the natural mind cloſely en- 
| gaged in religious works; as the ſpirit of re- 
billion is then moſt effectually counteracted, 
5 when the ſubjects are e eee in the S 
IS ſeryice of the King. = 


105. We may pace the N without the : 


Tx ſenſation of it. The ſenſation is loſt when the 
natural man is in a ſtate of oppoſition to the 
ſpiritual; and the beſt means of reſtoring it, 
perhaps, is by rendering it obedient thereto by i 
woe performance of good works. This is “ the BN 
_— plaſter of figs,” which will effect the —_ 


106. Reſiſt vigorouſly the inclinations 


a ſadneſs; and, although it ſeem to thee that 
all which thou doeſt at that time be performed 
coldly, heavily „ and looſely, yet omit nothing 
5 of it; for the en * pretends to make us 


A 2 


fllicted or poſſeſſed Saul, whoſe violence was 


„ prince in the pleaſures of peace, and amongſt 


[43] 


= weary of good works by Wade ſeeing: that 
we ceaſe not to do them, forbears to afflict us 
any more.” Sing ſpiritual ſongs ; for the 
enemy hath oftentimes ceaſed his endeavours 
by this means; witneſs the evil ſpirit that af- = 


repreſſed by ſuch ſinging. It is good to buſy 
ourſelves in exterior employments, and vary 
them as much as we can, fo to divert the mind 
from the ſad object.“ Frequent the holy 
_ communion, for that heavenly food ſtrength- 8 
eneth the heart and rejoiceth the ſpirit.” 
Seek the company of ſpiritual perſons, and 
frequent them as much as you can e the 
time of your ſadneſs.” | £ 


. 109. 7 It is no great er to wrde 5 


the delights of the court; but to ſerve him in 

the difficulties of war, amongſt troubles and 

L ee ee a true mark of ee and 

bs loyalty.” „„ e 

3235 Evil thoughts, like unwelcome gueſt ot 
make no part of the aner; , and wall cy if 

not encouraged to ſtay. * „ 5 


tog. Obſerye the 4 . — = 
1 feeling and conſenting to temptation: which is, 
that we may feel them though they diſpleaſe 
why"; but v we can never conſent: to them unleſs | 

| ED 1 | 


[4] 

they pleaſe us, 1 pleaſure ordinarily ſerveth 
as a ſtep to conſent.” _ 

110. As in a ſtate of peter 1 all ; 

i kind of diſquietude ſerves only to increaſe it, 
ſo alſo in a ſtate of ſpiritual fickneſs : the of 2 
| ſtruction. of the divine phyſician is,. © Their 

 firength is to. fit ſtill. e In: quietneſs and 0 
con ſidence ſhall be your ſtrength.” 
III. Unquietneſs proceedeth from an "— 
inordinate deſire to be delivered from the evil 
which we ſuffer, or to obtain the good which 
we deſire; yet nothing more encreaſeth the 
_ evil, nor hinders, the good, than unquietneſs 
and vexation. Binds remain taken in the nets 
and ſnares, becauſe, finding themſelves engaged, 
they flutter bs x ſtrive to get looſe, and; by that: 
ans 12 e themſelyes the more. . 


| Nothing is ſo profitable! in a 1 : 
of a acht and barrenneſs as to moderate our de- 
ſire and not ſuffer it to be too ardent and paſſion- 
ate fof deliverance. 1I ſay not but that we 
-ought humbly and quiet! y to deſire this deliver- 
6 ance; but that we: ſhould: not be too earneſt 
in it, but ſubmit ourſelves to the pure mercy of 
God's providence: let us ſay, then, to Gop at 
© theſe times, O Father, if it be poſſible take 
| this cup from. me,“ but let us withal add with 
great courage, Lhe Ee. not "MF; wilt La Thins 5 
Le done.“ „ : 


„ 
113. When the hurry and diſtraction 
of the ſenſes, and the roving of the imagination, 
hinder us from getting into a quiet and com- 
poſed frame of mind, let us at leaſt calm our- 

ſelves by the integrity of the will, and the very | 
deſire of a cqnporure e in a manner prove a . 

fufficient one“ 1 


114. It is a ruth which; ds} 1s not 7 


ſufñiciently attended to, that the painful ſenſa- 
tions which the regenerate endure, have their 
ſeat, not in the Spiritual mind but, in the na- 
tural, and originate in its being reſtrained in 
5 the enjoyment of its accuſtomed habits. =” 
1186. If the faithful are © brought into 


captivity to the law of fin,” it oftener ariſeth | = 
| from a negligence in the purſuit of the means 


ol grace than from any other cauſe ; in like man- 
ner, as the Iſraelites were carried into captivity 
as a puniſhment for their diſobedience. 
*« Watch, . and pray, left Je enter into - 
temptation. 5 
116. In the ſeaſon of ſpiritual pille 
depend not for deliverance on any human aid, 
but turn ye to the ſtrong hold, ye priſoners 
of hope. Let your language be, Give us, 
Lonp, help from trouble, Lol vain is the A; 
. man.“ e ; 
i When a man is in a trance, S 
: that there WR not ay fign of life in him, 


2 9 85 * 


THY 


” they uſually * their hands on his beat, aud 
by the leaſt motion they feel there, they judge 
him alive, and that by means of ſome precious 


3 reſtorative he may return to bis ſtrength and 
ſenſe: fo it happens, ſometimes, that, by tbe 
violence of temptation, the ſoul ſeemeth to be 


fallen into an utter decay of all her forces, that, 


as in a trance, ſhe hath no more ſpiritual life or 


motion. But, if we will know i in what ſtate ſhe is, 
let us lay our hand on our heart, let us conſider 
if the will doth yet retain its ſpiritual mo- 
tion, that is, doeth its duty in refuſing to conſent 
and comply with the temptation and delight; 
for, ſo long as this motion of refuſal be in the 


| heart, we may be afſured that charity, the life 


of the ſoul, remaineth yet in us, and that Jesvs 
 Cunt67 our ſaviour, is there preſent although 
hidden and in ſecret, ſo that by virtue of con- 

tinual prayer, of the holy ſacrament, and of 
confidence in Gop, we ſhall recover our 
forces, and live a ſecure and delectable liſe. 
118. In ſtates of ſpiritual affliction read 
the following pſalms—iii. 1 iv. v. vil. li. ly. Iv. 5 
li. lix. Ixx. IXXXvI. cul.” cxx. cxxili. cxxiv. 


5 cxl. exlii. exlili. cxliy. 


119. The Lonbp *© came not to EM 


9 DF lives but to ſave them, and. the ſpirit of 


Cuntsr is imparted to the ſoul, not for the 


purpoſe of extinguiſhing the natural affections, — 5 


5 kunt of GENS; them. 


\ 


120. When the natural affections are exet- 


ciſed under the influence of what is good and 
true, then © the kingdoms of this world are 


* 


Become the . omg of the TIME.) and lis | 


e Cunisr.“ 


ga © a When” ths faithfut + who, i in 4 be- 
ginning of their regenerate life, had ceaſed 


| from the exerciſe of the natural affections, do 
return to them again, from ſpiritual motives, 
then is accompliſhed the prediction, 7 will 
ſmite Ecover and will heal it again. The 
natural mind, however, in this latter feats 3 is 
exceedingly improved from the ſtate. of original 
 imperfeCion; ruled by the ſpirit of Currsr, 
the natural mind reſembles Egypt under the 
reign of Joszen, * the earth bringing forth | 
: by handfuls;” but, ruled by the ſpirit of hell, . 
it reſembles the ſame Egypt under the reign of 
Puanaon, ſmitten with all kinds of plagues. 
42%, The natural affections, ſeparate from 
ö what is ſpiritual, may be likened to the tu- 
multuous mob which exclaimed crucify him ! 
but the natural affections, in a ſtate of obedi- 
ence to what is Tpiritual, may be likened to 
the wiſe men — the Nr when e en 
Jxsus. 


123. ack 3 are many of thoſe ſpl 5 


ritual minded perſons who like Abraham, and 
L n have le't their ſery we; and gone up the 
3 Bits, | Reds mountain . 


[48] 


| mountain to worſhip, but, perhaps, there are 
few who have * come again unto them. 3 
i pleaſures are forbidden, ſare 


= thoſe which the ſpiritual mind diſapproves, * 


5 which cloſe it againſt the influence of heaven. 


125. There are many ſpiritua!l minds, 
many rational ones, and many natural; but 
the number, perhaps, is exceeding ſmall of 


thoſe in whom ſpiritual, rational, and natural 


things exiſt in heavenly order, and in whom 


is accompliſhed the prediction, In that day 
IsnAEL ſhall be one with Ass vA and Ecvrer, Y 
à bleſſing in the midſt of the land. Es 
1326. Be merry and wiſe; by mixth | 


is only then-dioyderty, when it is not regulated 0 
oy by the ſpirit of heavenly wiſdom,  _ 


1127. The greateſt caution ſhould be afed 


EE 15 elevating the natural affections, leſt, like the 
hauſbandman in the fable, in endeavouring to 
rrlaiſe the dog out of the pit, you. ure 1 

wounded thereby. 


1 ſhould alſo "BY 3 that 


= chars are good natural affections, and evil | 


to be baniſhed into the wilderneſs, the former 
being that which is to be offered as a ſacrifice. 
Heaven and earth do not differ from each 
bother more than prudence and cunning, eco- 
OY nom 75 and Nenn chearfulneſs and levity. 
T7 LO 


ol 


Þ 8 40 Phe vine, planted ea che : 
olive trees; beareth oily grapes which taſte, of 
_ olives;-andthe ſoul which frequenteth rhe ſo- 

ciety of virtuous ne nn but an of 

. 5 59 . 
230. . 46 Take care that you vas my concern 

and buſy yourſelf too much with what others 
ſay and do, and that you let it not foo much 

into your mind; for it is a great” cauſe and 8 
5 fource of diſturbance.” , 


131. © Limit not th y plies to ach and 

| fiick kinds of injuries and afflictions, but extend 1 

it univerſally to all thoſe that Gop ſhall ſend, 
or ſuffer to befal thee, There are ſome men 
that will ſuffer no tribulation, but ſuch as are 


honourable ; theſe men dere not . 9 
but the honour of 5 


»Others there are that . Tilly 
have ſome affliction, but not too much. They 
are not impatient, ſay they, that they are ſick, 
but that they want money to cure themſelves, 5 
or that they are ſo great a trouble to thoſe that ; 
are about them. | But, you muſt have.patience, 
not only to be ſick, but to be ſick of that diſeaſe 
which the Lorp will, in that place where he 
will, and amongſt ſuch perſons as he will, and 
with thoſe inconveniences which he will; and 3 
8 ſo of other tribulations.” 


—— KE SR, - 9s rs part ** LAN „ g —— - pains 
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132. When you are juſtly accuſed of 
any fault which you have committed, humble 
yourſelf, and confeſs that you deſerve: more 
than the accuſation which is laid upon you: 
but, if you are falſely accuſed, excuſe yourſelf 
meekly, denying yourſelf to be guilty, ſor you 
' ove that reſpect to truth, and to the edification ⁵⁶ 
of your neighbour, ' If, however, after, this true 
and lawful excuſe, men continue to accuſe you, 
| 'vex not yourſelf nor firive to get your excuſe | 
5 admitted, for, hav ing done your duty to truth, 7 
— muſt do it alſo to humility. By this means 
Fou will neither prejudice the care that you 
| ought to have of your fame, nor the love 
which you owe to gui, meekneſs of fheart, 3 
1 and humility,” OE 5 
| ö hypocriſy may *. 1 ce Pp 
| 8 exiſting between the outward man 


and the inward, then it may be truly ſaid 


| that even certain well-diſpoſed perſons have too 
much of the bypocrite, as they are too often not 
| ſufficiently careful in manifeſting their religi- 
ous good m religious works, their heavenly 
thoughts i in heavenly words; believing with 


the heart unto righteauſueſs,” but neglecting 


5 t make confe Mon with the mouth unto ſal- 
OY vation. They are as the candle under the 
bed, or under the buſhel ;”” they are like the 


5 ſparkliog amn! at the bottom of the ocean, 


/i; coi i, 


2 £ 


vou have 


i © BN 


or like the roſe in the lena, which 


e wwaſtes its ſweetneſs on the deſert ai. 


134. As there are even good men who, 
: according to the above definition of the word, 
| have too much hypocriſy, ſo there are, on the 
other hand, certain evil men who have too little 
of it; and who would do a greater ſervice to 

BH ſociety were their outward demeanour in greater 

- diſagreement with their inward inclinations. It 
is a common thing to hear a ſabbath breaker, 
a drunkard, or other ſuch perſon excuſe himſelf, X; 
by ſaying, that he is no hypocrite: it is tobe 
_ wiſhed, however, that he were; for, by appear | 
ing to be better than he really is, he would only 
damn one ſoul, viz, his own; but, at preſent, 

be endangers the ſpiritual welfare of all who 
are within the baneful . we bis wee 5 


cxampleeee. 
3 Would, yo 


8, 15 n 


7 . the reaſon. ny - == 
ade no increaſe in righteouſneſs ? EE | 
It is becauſe you have not in good earneſt given 
your mind to it; the man of Gop is paſſing by | 
daily, but abideth not, becauſe there is no re= 
| ceptibility. Where there is no fleece, no dew 
can be caught, where there is no veſſel, no oil 
will be given; except the mountain top appear, 
| the dove cannot reſt, and except the offering be 

| preſented, the fire will not deſcend, - Build the 


man 127 88 * a little chamber,” and then 6 "i 


[ 8 1 


will abide with- you, and will . 60 7 havcho- | 
ſen Ziox, I have defied it for my habitation; 


this is my reft for ever, vere will T doll, for 
5 have defired it“ 


136. Remember that ** @ man's er 8 
they of his own houſthold,” and, in condemn+ 
ing the wicked, overlook not the evils of thine 
on natural id Remember further that, 
In the oppoſite ſenſe, d man's friends alſo are 
of his own houſehold, and, in admiring the 
good, Forget rag ne” 825 the Ts of Gop &s 


within'Mee.” 


1 In onder bat 2 6 Ray y be well 
Hein: it ougkt to be well begun; ſeeing that 
nothing was ever well done that was not fitſt 

well begun. Now, the way to begin the day 


well is to enter upon it with certain exerciſes of 


depotion; and the devotional exerciſes which 
dought to be attended to, are as follows. - Begin 


with THANKSGIVI w for all the bleffings of the 


night; ſaying; . laid me down. and flept, 1 


awaled, for the Lov ſuſtained me. Proceed 


___ #0/cOnNSEDERWTION, Conſider 1, who and what 1 
Fou ate; that youre not ſelſ. exiſtent, nor ſelf- 


4 ſubſiſtent, but a creature dependent upon a great 


5 Gop from whoſe creative hands you have not 
many years iſſued. Conſider 2, where yoware'; | 
kat you are living in a great and glorious world, 


a the een work of Ks 1 in which FF 
4 having Wi 


1 


having cernjped a few years or motiths, weckt; : 
days, or hours longer, you are to leave it for 
ever, and be no more feen. Conſider 3, the 
end or purpoſe for which you are; that you are 
to remain a ſhort and uncertain while in this 
 tranſitory-world, to the end that your ſoul ma 
be prepared for a happy eternity. Conſider 4, 
the means of ſuch preparation; as declared in a 
divine book, which your creator, for your in- 
ſtruction, hath cauſed to be written; which 
means, in general, are to fruſt in the Lond 
aud do good, to wait on the Loxp and keep his 
ways. Conſider laſtly, how and in what man- 
ner you will be able, in the courſe of the ſuc- 
ceeding day, to conform to theſe means. Con- 
ſider where you will be, with whom you will 
be, and in what you will be engaged; the va- 
rious temptations to which you are likely to be 
expoſed, | eſpecially from your beſetting fins 
and the good which you will have opportunities ; 
of doing. From Conſideration proceed to :- 
© 80LUTIONs, . Seeing the lamentable folly. of 
thoſe who: © live without God in the world, 
and the unprofitableneſs of gaining the whole 
world and lofing the ſoul, make a firm, fixed 
and izrevocable reſolution to ſpend the day to 
the end for which it was given, and ſo to pre. 
| pare to meet your Gov,” that, ſhould your ſoul 
be "this * required of vou, * may, not 
F „ 5 5 78 ſink $M i 


' 
* * 
4 
FFP 
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—— . — — — — one 


5 T $4 1 
fink with — everlaſting wretchedneſs, | 


| 2 but riſe, with LAz Anus, to eternal reſt, From 


Reſolutions proceed to PRA TER. The Lonp 


| hath faid, * without me ye cun do nothing, 


except, therefore, you pray for divine ſtrength; 
nothing will or can be done, GER inding 
"un firmeft reſofations, 1 
138. The beſt means, aa of . 8 
4 ing throughout the day the ſtrength which your 
morning's exerciſes imparted to you, is to pre- 
ſerve the preſence of the Lonp by a purity of 
intention; an intention full of odd to Mn and 
charity towards your neighbour, 2 
139. Let the day be cloſed as 8 


23 it was begun. 1. By TuanxscrvinG for its 
many mercies; and, Salter «© the Lonp hath = 
iS den 70 you or "taken away, bleſs his holy 


— 09) 


— * - . 5 * 5 K 
— — 1, ys a 1 — —— —U bü⅜ã—ů — — — — ered 1 — ook —— ou? — — — EIS — 1 


name. 3. CoxsxbRRATTIeN. Recollect all 
that hack paſt in the courſe of the day, both in 


x. the morning, noon and night; in every ſitua- 


tion, ſociety and employment. Fudge your- 
4 that you may not be judged, and, ſo far as 
-—=_ have done ſincerely well, give all the me- 
rit to the Lozp ; but; ſo far as ou have Fong 
mn, take all the ſhame to yourſelf. 43 
Let not ſoft ſlumber cloſe Were 

Before you've recollected thrice ' . 
I ̃ be train of actions through the day: 

2001 Where haye wy. me choſe out the ay? 


1 


30:2 What have I learnt wheres Ice was 
From all I've heard, from all I've ſeen? 
What know I more that's worth the in 


What have I done that's worth the doing? 


What duty have 1 left undone? 
Or into what new follies run? 


What have I fought that I ſhould Om $1 
_ «Theſe ſelf inquiries are the TY 


13 That leads to Virtue and to Gop.“ 


Prom Conſideration proceed to xxsoLUr oN. 
The recollection of what you have been enabled 
to do well ſhould lead you to a ſtedfaſt reſolu- 
tion to repeat it on the firſt favorable occaſion, 
And the recollection of what you have done 
amiſs ſhould induce you to reſolve to do better 
bor the future. In order that you may have 


power to bring theſe reſolutions into effect, 


make uſe of PrAvyER as in the morning: and 
then, commending your ſpirit into the bands | 
885 the Lon p and his holy angels, go to reſt. : 
1840. The morning's exerciſe / opewerk +. 
| the windows of the ſoul to the ſun of righteouſ- | 
neſs, and that of the evening mmutteth en . 
againſt infernal darkneſs,” 5 
1341. Every one that believes chat ett - 4 
is a hell and a heaven, and that heaven is 
eternal felicity, and that hell is eternal infeli- 
City, and who believes further that they go to 
EE "wu who commit * and they go to heaven 
: I . who 0 


1 8 1 


who do * is good; is brought into aſtite of _ 
combat, acting from an interior principle in 
oppoſition to the eſſential concupiſcence which | 


conſtitutes the root of evil.“ E. 8. 


142. Every one may come into ſpixitual * 
. liberty, if ſo be he willeth to think that there 
is ſuch a thing as eternal life, and that the de - 
light and bleſſedneſs of life, in time, for a time, 


is only as a tranſient ſhadow, compared with 7 


the 1 and blefſedneſs of life in n to 2 


eternity. . | 
143. Let us las aware how. we « allow, the 


WP | multitudes, who walk by broad and commodi- 
| ous ways'; let us rather ſeek the traces of the 
| few; let us ſeek out the footſteps of the ſaints 
along the rugged path of repentance; climbing 
over the rocks, into places of Hnr. with the 
| EX Ann, of our brow . 


144. We do not 55 the * 4 


vg grace which unites. a beatitude with tears, 
| pronouncing the mourners happy. The way 
| which leads to a crown is delightful, although 
it ſhould be thick ſet with thorns. The way 
Which leads to a precipice is frightful, Whough a 
it ſhould be covered with roſes. . 
148. We are ſenſible that we are not . 
2 at we ought to be; yet we behold our miſe» 
' ries daily increaſing, and think we do a great 
| Fdeal in barely wiſhing we were better, Al 


kinds 


| NPY 4 $7 3 
 %inds of withing or willing, that are not ſtrong 


enough to make us facrifice whatever is an 
obſtacle to us in our OE; to "Bow , yu: for | 


8 nothing. 185 


. cc Bled are o they that ours, ar 
they ſhall be comforted. What new kind 


of tears are theſe, faith St. Auguſtin, which 


. render thoſe happy who ſhed them? This hap- f 
paineſs conſiſts in being afflicted for the wicked- 
neſs of the world, and the many dangers 
Which ſurround us, and the W cor- 
"nM reption. of our hearts. a 
{4 mays: 44 Happy mma 3 


1 grace, that give us a diſlike for theſe tranfitory 


things, and produce in Us * * of 1 5 


ineſs. oo: 


| which, doth. little profit the ſoul; and he is 


” very unwiſe, that minds any other things than 


: 2 vow that tend to the welfare of his ſoul.” _ 


. The more thou knoweſt, and the el 
_— better Mon underſtandeſt, the more grievouſſj 

| ſhalt thou be judged, unleſs thy life be more 
boy. Be not therefore lifted up; but rather 
=. 1 Ne e 2 50 W . * =—_ 


— ;6 « Ceaſe 8 an oct deſire of. 4 
| hs bes. for therein is much diſtraction ang 
deceit. There are many things, to | know 


„ A 


4 1 ** =. 
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3ͤͤöͥ 
18g. „What availeth it to diſpute about 


hidden things, for being ignorant of which we 


es ſhall not be reproved at the day of judgment?” 5 


18. © The more fimple any one is, 
the more doth he underſtand without labour 
' becauſe he receiveth the light of een, 


855 h above,” ab 


1 . 


182. An thinſble Wöwisäge of thyſelf "= 
is a ſuter 14 to Gop, , than a FOE ſearch after 3 


153. Vet knowldys1 is not to be bet. 
it being good in itſelf, and ordained by Gop : - 
but a good conſcience and a virtuous life is l- = 


= - nm to be preferred before it. 


"20>. O if men beſtowed as idle labour * 
in the rooting out of vices, as they do in mo- 


[Ving of queſtions, there would not be ſo great 8 
Wo eine ono nor fo much. evil work done vs . 


E | uy we Say at t the FRE of . * 
75 ſhall not be examined what we have read, but 


| what we have done: not how well we ve E 


1 Wen. but how religiouſly we have lived, 
lags Study to be patient in Wed with E 


he defects and infirmities of others, of what 


fort ſoever they may be; for that thou thyſelf 5 


alſo haſt many, which muſt be ſuffered / by 
. ny. It thou cant not | make the ſuch a 2 5 


[9] 


dab e wouldſt, how canſt thou expedt to 1 8 
have another in all things to thy „ 
187% If all men were perfect, what 
ſhould we have to ſuffer of our ee for . 

: GO 5 35 
1. Be how. at no time des but 


eicher be reading, or writing, or praying, or me- 


ditating, or eee e for the deb. 


lic good. 8 


Po | obs „17 00 wilt withdraw thyſelf Cork 

1 ſnperfluous talk and uſeleſs viſits, as alſo from 

bearkening after news and rumours, thou ſhalt 
: find ſufficient leifure to meditate on good . 


8 gg 1 A merry going out 9 bringeth 
a mournful return, and a joyful evening a ſad 
morning. So all carnal joys enter pleaſantly, 


but! in the end bite and King to death.“ 


e 161. * Didft thou oftener think of thy | 
death, than of thy living long, there is no queſ- 
tion but thou wouldſt be more zealous to amend, 
I believe thou would willingly undergo any 
labour, or ſorrow, or auſterity, if thou didſt con= 
ider within thyſelf the pains of a future ſtate, | 
But becauſe theſe things enter not into the 
heart, and we ſtill love the things of the world, - 


therefore we remain cold and flothful.” 


162. When it is morning think thou 
mayeſt die before now, When Tung comes, 
85 dare + Eo 


— — — — — — — * 


111 . , OE To 
' — ern a= 8 


1 61 


Aare not to promiſe thyſelf the next mornitig, 
Be therefore always in readineſs; and ſo ive, 
that death may never take thee unprepared.” _-: 


5 163. „ When that laſt hour ſhall come, | 
83 wilt have a far different opinion of thy 
1 whole life. How wiſe and happy 1 is he, that 
 Hhboureth to be ſuch in bis life, as he wiſheth 
1 to be found at the hour of his death! N 


1864. We ought not to ok tric ts in \ man, 
trail and mortal as he is, though he be friendly 
and ſerviceable; nor ſhould we be grieved, al- 
though he croſs and oppoſe us. They that to- 

day take thy part, to-morrow may be againſt 

thjee, and ſo on the contrary; they often turn 
like the wind. Put thy whole truſt in Gov, 

let him be thy fear and thy love : he will an- 
5 ſwer for thee, and do in all things. what i is beſt. we 3 


168. Curtsr was de ſpiſed of men, 5 


in his greateſt neceſſity forſaken by his -ac- 
| quaintance and friends. Cur1sT choſe. to ſuf= 
fer and be deſpiſed ; and dareſt thou complain 


of any thing? Currsr had adverſaries and 


* 2 ſlanderers; and wilt thou have all men thy Þ 
friends and benefactors? How ſhall thy pa- 
.* thence be crowned, if no . happep ma; 1 


7 © 


. © There is no ls of the 7x - =p 
nor f hope, of everlaſting. life, but 1 in the croſs. 
5 * 


„„ 
Take up therefore thy croſs, and follow r Jeſus, . 
and thou ſhalt go into life everlaſting. 


| I 167. ** Behold in the croſs all doth con- 
| fiſt, and all lieth in our dying upon it; for 


there is no other way to life, and to true inward 


peace, but the way of the holy croſs. Go 


where thou wilt, ſeek whatſoever thou wilt, thou 3 


ſhalt not find a higher way above, nor a ſafer | 
way below, than the way of the holy croſs,” 1 + 
1068. It is not of man to bear and love 
the "croſs, to keep the body under, to fly ho. 


nours, to ſuffer reproaches, gladly to deſpiſe L 


himſelf, and to rejoice in being deſpiſed. If 


thou conſidereſt thyſelf, thou art able to per- |} 


form nothing of this. But if thou truſteſt in 1 


| the Lonp, firength ſhall be given thee from = 
| heaven, and the world and the fleſh ſhall 2 
made ſubje& to thy command.” a Rs . 


= 169. With great l thin cnthies to i Ve 
be willing to ſuffer à little for Cunisr, ſince „„ 


e ſuffer far greater things for the world. „* 


170. If it were thy choice, thou ſhouldit 5 


2 wiſh to ſuffer adverſities for CR Is, than 
to enjoy many comforts; becauſe hereby thou 


mouldſt be more like CurisT; and more con- 4 9 


formable to all the ſaints. For our proficiency _ 


conſiſteth not in many ſweetneſſes and Senate, SR 5 05 


buſ rather i in n afflictions.“ ä 


Tay 


„ When we have read and ſearched | 
all, let this be the laſt concluſion, that by many 
PE") we muſt enter into the kingdom . 
FA of —_ W 5 
0 « The clildileen of Iſrael faid unto 
Moſes, © 0 gy thou unto us and we will hear 
ee let not the Lokn ſpeak unto us, left we 
die. Not fo, Lonp, not fo, I beſeech thee; 
but rather, with the prophet Samuel, I humbly 
and earneſtly intreat, n . for * | 
ervant heareth.”” _ i 
173. Do not ſay, 1 cannot ſuffer "oY | | 
1 things at the hand of ſuch a perſon, nor ought 
I. to ſuffer, ſuch things; for he hath done me 
WE, great wrong, and upbraided me with thoſe 
| things which I never thought of; but of another 
1 willingly ſuffer as proper occaſions of 
N ſuffering ſhall offer : Such a thought is fooliſh, 
it conſidereth not the virtue of patience, nor by 
whom it ſhall be crowned ; but rather weigheth 
_ the perſons and the injuries offered. - He is not 
truly patient, that will not ſuffer but as much 
as he thinketh good, and by whom he liſteth ; 
but the truly patient man mindeth not by 
whom he is exerciſed, whether by his ſuperior, 
or ſome of his equals, or by his inferior; whe- 
ther by a good and holy man, or by a perverſe 
and unworthy perſon; but indifferently from 
- all creatures how much ſoever, or how often! 
W f e 8 ſoever 3 


1 


fr any adverſity befalleth him, he takech 
all thankfully from the hands of Gop, and eſ- 
teemeth it great gain; ſeeing nothing, how 
| little ſever, ſo it be ſuffered for Gov, ſhall "—_ | 
9 without its reward from Him.” : 


- 174+ Above all things, a in all things, 


O my =Y thou ſhall ever reſt in the Lox ; x”. 
ſor hei is the everlaſting reſt of the ſaints.” 


3 175. « Thou, my Loxp Gov, art "hott i 


above all, Thou alone art moſt high, Thou : 
alone moſt powerful, Thou alone moſt full and 
ſufficient, Thou alone moſt ſweet and over- 


flowing with comfort, 'Thou alone moſt lovely 
and loving, Thou alone moſt noble and glori- 


ous above all things, in whom all good things ; 
are together, and moſt perſectly, and ever have 
been and ſhall be.“ il 
„ Son, r now bz teach thes the OS 
b way of peace and true liberty. Endeavour 1 
do rather the will of another than thine own 
a Ever chuſe rather to have leſs than eee 
ways ſeek the loweſt place, and ts be beneath 
every one. Continually wiſh and pray that 
the will of Gop may be wholly fulfilled in thee, 
7 Behold, ſuch a man entereth into we bonds of #- 
peace and quietneſs,” 
177. Along while ſhall he be little, and - 
. groveling below, that eſteemeth any thing 9 
0 great, but the one infinite and eternal Good.” „ 
N 0 ä 178, 57 
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5 112 178. 1 Keep this ſhort ad perfect ſaying, 
Forſake all, and thou ſhalt find all; Leave de- 


fire, and thou ſhalt find reſt,” _ 
179. He that is wiſe and well inſtructed. : 


ſtandeth faſt, not heeding what he feels in him- 
©"; but that the whole intention of his mind 


may tend to the right end. For thus he may 


cContinde one, and the ſelf-ſame, and unſnaken 


in the midſt of many various events, direQing 


_ continually the 12 01 FE. of bis ede | 


„ __ Unto ene, 
JWT thou rembinaſt' ſtedfaſt in alt 
events, and doſt not weigh by the outward ap- 
pPearance, nor with a carnal eye, the things 
© which thou ſeeſt and heareſt ; but preſently in 
8 every affair doſt enter with Moſes into the tab- 
1 Hoe ernacle, to aſk counſel of the Lonp, thou ſhalt 
hear the divine oracle, and return inſtructed 


. concernin g many. things both preſent and to 


EE, Tome, Always fly to the 'cloſet of thy heart, 
©; earneſtly craving the divine favour. For the 
ſeripture teſtifieth, that therefore were Foſhua 


EE: and the children of Tae deceived by the 


7 _ Gibeonites, becauſe they aſked n not county at 
the mouth ad! i 3 


_ 3 5 
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